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business in the State in which it is lo-
cated, shall be treated as nominated by
a State and local governments.

§ 25.503 Use of census data.
Population and poverty rate data

shall be determined by the 1990 Census
Data.

§ 25.504 Rural areas.
(a) What constitutes ‘‘rural’’. A rural

area may consist of any area that lies
outside the boundaries of a Metropoli-
tan Area, as designated by the Office of
Management and Budget, or, as an area
that is primarily rural and has at least
50 percent of the population of the
nominated area residing outside of a
Metropolitan Area.

(b) Exceptions to the definition. On a
case by case basis, the Secretary will
grant requests for waiver from the defi-
nition of ‘‘rural’’ stated in paragraph
(a) of this section upon a showing of
good cause. Applicants seeking to

apply for a rural designation who do
not satisfy the definition in paragraph
(a) of this section must submit a re-
quest for waiver in writing to the
Rural Business and Cooperative Devel-
opment Service, Empowerment Zone
Office, Department of Agriculture, AG
Box 3202, 14th Street and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250–
3200. Requests must include:

(1) The name, address and daytime
phone number of the contact person for
the applicant seeking the waiver; and

(2) Sufficient information regarding
the area that would support the infre-
quent exception from the definition.

(c) The waiver process. The Secretary,
in consultation with the Department of
Commerce, will have discretion to per-
mit rural applications for communities
that do not meet the above rural cri-
teria.
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